Figure 1. Chickens eating in a meadow at Planeses farm. Photo: AV Video.

Different types of animals can be produced on farms
depending on the final products to be obtained. Depending
on the animal species that is introduced, we will talk about
different kinds of livestock: cows, sheeps, goats, pigs and
other less common, but no less important, such as birds
(poultry farming) (Figure 1) or rabbits.

This set of animals is grouped into two large types
depending on the digestive system they have and which
will determine the type of food they consume (Table 1):
ruminant or polygastric animals (cows, sheep and goats)
and monogastric animals (pigs, birds and rabbits).

All ruminant animals are herbivores. They have a stomach
divided into 4 compartments with a mouth that specialises
in grasping the pasture: with a long and rough tongue and
incisors that hold the grass and allow it to be cut. Among
them we can distinguish different types depending on
the vegetable part they consume. Thus, among the farm
species we find that both cows and sheep are grazing

ruminants, feeding mainly on herbaceous pastures, with a
wider mouth to capture a greater volume of grass. For their
part, goats are browsing ruminants, in addition to grass
they feed on leaves, shoots, seeds, fruits and bark, they have
a neck with more developed muscles to be able to reach
and chew more resistant food. In contrast, monogastric
animals only have one stomach (except birds). Many of
them can consume a wide variety of foods: pigs, chickens
and ducks are omnivores, while rabbits are herbivores. All
have different ways of chewing food (except birds which
do not have teeth but a gizzard) and different digestion.

Nutritional needs mainly depend on the sex, age and
physiological state the animal is in. Within the same
animal species, the energy needs and therefore, the use of
resources, vary depending on the productive purpose that
it has: meat, milk or eggs (Table 1). Thus, for an animal in
dairy production it will be essential to know which pointitis
atinits productive cycle: if itis lactating and producing milk
or if itis in the drying period.
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?able 1. Characteristics of the main types of domestic farm animals. *Ruminants: UFL/day, pigs, chickens, ducks and rabbits: EM (kcal/kg).
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